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abandoned that doctrine of two spheres which was the basis of our special influence in America from John Quincy Adams to Richard Olney. *0ur true status as a world power, concerned in world questions, was shown in 1900, when the United States joined in a military expedition to rescue the Europeans besieged in Peking; and when the genius of John Hay, the greatest secretary of state since John Quincfy Adams, compelled the European powers to accept the American policy of keeping China intact,.and preserving " the open door" of equal commercial privilege.
After the exclusion of Spain from America, the only other great nation having a large territorial interest was Great Britain; and the next step in American diplomacy was to come to an understanding with that power. The Suez Canal, nominally neutralised, is really owned and controlled by Great Britain; hence that power was willing to acknowledge similar rights in the isthmus of Panama. By a treaty of 1901 the Clay ton-Bui wer Treaty was abrogated, and the United States was left free to construct a canal, and to exercise full control over it.
At last the desire of fifty years seemed crowned. The French company was a commercial failure and was willing to sell its plant for what it would bring. No other European power dreamed of interfering. Hence the United States in 1903 negotiated a treaty with Colombia for the construction of a canal across the isthmus of Panama by the government. Colombia declined to ratify the treaty, but the people of the department of Panama revolted, were immediately recognised as independent by the United States, and made a treaty allowing the United States full control of the canal.
A new competitor for American territory appeared about 1900 in tho German Empire, which cast longing eyes on South America as a field for German colonisation. No formal treaties worejnado upon this subject, but a tacit understanding was reached }jy President Roosevelt and tho German emperor that Germany would under no circumstances acquire territory, or found naval stations, or occupy places as a military demonstration. No objection, however, was made to the blockading of the coast of Venezuela, (1902) by Germany, Italy, and England; but the United States declined to sanction any march into the country.
Thus in the year 1904 the United States has come to entertain a very different set of diplomatic principles from those of 1783. A succession of annexations by purchase, incorporation, or conquest shows an expansive spirit. The high tariff and the impossibility of securing ratification of reciprocity treaties proves a purpose to limit trade with all parts of the world except our own possessions. The long active principles of isolation and of the two spheres of world politics have been broken to pieces by our entry into Asiatic affairs, and our consequent interest in the interplay of European powers. Our ancient rival and enemy Great Britain has become our nearest diplomatic friend. The policy of cordial reception of immigrants from every quarter of the globe has given place to a spirit of restriction everywhere, and of exclusion of Mongolian races. The old-time principle that the Panama isthmus route was for the benefit of all nations, and should not come into any one hand, has been abandoned, and, with the common consent of Europe, tho United States assumes sole authority over the new waterway. While reaching out in the Pacific and eastern Asia for objects not yet clearly defined, the United States has found it necessary to assume a new set of responsibilities in the West Indies and in Central America, and to become in effect the arbiter of Mexico and of South America.
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Jippines. It found it in the bay of Manila,
